
               . . . telling the news of North Cross Church 

…coming up in Worship… 
 
 
 

We begin a new sermon series 
from Paul’s Letters to Timothy 

 
Also… 

At 8:30 only 
Special Music by… 
Harmony Handful 

   

July 12, 2009 

Transformed by Christ’s love to make disciples and serve others. 

Join adults in Sunday study: 9:45 a.m. 
      You’re invited to share in study and  
   fellowship with these classes this Sunday: 
 
 

Wesleyan Class:  Room 215     
  Lesson: “God Calls People to Special Service” 
                                                    Teri Jan Overton                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                
Good News: Room 206 
  Lesson:  “Spirit and Truth”                  Jim Funk                                               
Friendship: Room 202   
  Lesson: “God Calls People to Special Service” 
                                                   Marcia Browning                                                                    
Inquirer’s: Fellowship Hall 
  Lesson: “Dinner with a Perfect Stranger”  
                   by David Gregory              Jim Tipton                                                                                                                                                                
FaithWorks: Room 207    
  Lesson: “God Calls People to Special Service”               
                                                           Helen Foster                                                                                                                                                              
Pathfinders: Room 200   
  Lesson: “Thaddaeus, the Questioner”     
                                                         Bev Whitaker                                                                                                                                                       
Contemporary Conversations:  Lounge 
  Lesson: “Leadership: Susan Young, Staff Parish 
    Chair and Neal Lassinger, new Senior Pastor”  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
You’re Invited… Staff Parish and Church Family 
Life invite you to a  Welcoming Ice Cream Social on 
Sunday, July 19th, at 6:00 p.m. to welcome Neal, Lori and 
Natalie Lassinger, our new pastor, his wife and daughter.  
 
Come and enjoy all the ice cream and toppings you want. 
All you need to bring is your lawn chair. If the weather is 
too hot or rainy, we will meet in Fellowship Hall. Come 
and celebrate with us.      
 

“Many hands make light work.”  
John Heywood 

 
  A Harvester’s workday is scheduled for Saturday, July 
18th from 8:30 a.m. until noon. Volunteers will be sorting 
and repackaging items donated to the organization.  
  If you are planning to participate, please call the church 
office at 452.2939, or Barbara Shortess at 454.7867 by 
Thursday, July 16th. Harvesters needs to know how many 
people to expect so that they may plan the work day. 
  Volunteers must be at least six years old, and a parent 
or youth sponsor must accompany anyone under 16. Plan 
to wear comfortable clothing and closed-toed shoes. No 
cell phones, please. If you can bring a can or two of food 
to help stock the shelves, you’ll be helping out in two 
ways! 
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From Den’s Pen: 
 
  Please forgive me in advance. I know I used 
an illustration from the St. Louis Cardinals 
baseball team last week. . . but allow me one 
more. 
  Over the Fourth of July Cathy and I were in 
the Springfield/Republic area. The motel in 
which we stayed gave complimentary 
newspapers from Springfield. And since 
Springfield has a “farm team” for the St. Louis 
Cardinals, they cover the Cardinals’ stories. 
  It seems that on Friday, July 3rd, the 
Cardinals’ first baseman, Albert Pujols, hit a 
grand slam home run. . . his fourth grand slam 
of the season, the tenth of his nine-year career. 
The amazing thing is he passed Stan Musial as 
the club’s all-time leader in single season and 
career grand slams. They have a statue of Stan 
Musial in front of the stadium! This was a big 
deal! 
  As a reporter tried to interview Albert about 
his accomplishment, his reply was, “really, you 
should be talking to the guys ahead of me who 
got on base. Without them, there would have 
been no grand slam.” 
  I remembered that when Neal got ready to 
deliver his first sermon and said, “It’s not 
about me…”  
  Someone has said that there is no limit to 
the amount of good a person can do if they 
don’t mind who gets the credit. It is refreshing 
to hear of someone, particularly a well-known 
athlete, deflecting the attention from himself 
and pointing out the value of others. 
  Really, as North Cross United Methodist 
Church moves forward, it is not about any of 
us individually, but about connecting people 
with God. And we will do that as we are being 
“transformed by Christ’s love to make 
disciples and serve others.” 
  Make it a good week! 
 
                  Dennis 

     
 
 
 

 
  The following people are serving as ushers for the 
Sunday morning worship services during the month of 
July. Be sure to say hello and thank them for giving the 
gift of their time.  
 
8:30 a.m. Worship 
   Beverly Arnold 
   Rick Arnold 
   Gwen Beckmann 
   Jane Brown 
   Wanda Chaney, Captain 
   Aidan McQueen 
   Duncan McQueen 
   Ed Merrifield 
   Vera Young 
   Walter Young 
 
11:00 a.m. Worship 
   Brenda Coots 
   Bob Dykes 
   Jim Funk, Captain 
   Chris Gray 
   Bryce Strong 
   John Summers 
 
 

Will you help Crestview Elementary  
celebrate Christmas in July? 
 
  It won’t be long until students will be thinking about 
those new school clothes, backpacks, shoes and school 
supplies for the first day of school. Many students will 
not have those new items, as their parents do not have the 
money to supply them. We at North Cross have  
generously given Crestview Elementary students these 
needed items in the past through our Mission Partnership 
with Crestview.   
  A tree is decorated with ornaments showing  
backpacks, socks and shoes. Please select one of the  
ornaments and return the item to church no later than 
July 26. If you select a shoe ornament, you may buy a 
gift certificate from Payless Shoe Store or donate money. 
Please put monetary donations in the offering plate and 
designate Crestview on your checks.     
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6:00 a.m........................ Tai Chi 
11:30 a.m...................... Tai Chi 
5:55 p.m....................... VBS begins with Supper 
 

�����������������������������   
5:00 p.m........................ Ballgame/UMMen  
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8:00 a.m........................ Meet at Recycling bins to  
                                           go help at Harvesters 
7:00 p.m........................ Over 55 Dance 
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8:30 a.m. ...................... Worship   
9:45 a.m. ...................... Sunday School     
                                         Coffee time in Kitchen  
                                         Youth to Grand Avenue 
11:00 a.m. .................... Worship  
6:00 p.m....................... Ice Cream Social to  
                                           Welcome Neal, Lori     
                                                and Natalie  
�
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11:00 a.m...................... Tai Chi 
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9:00 a.m........................ TOPS 
10:00 a.m...................... Paint for Fun 
6:30 p.m........................ Trustees 
6:30 p.m........................ Financial Peace Class 
6:30 p.m........................ Duplicate Bridge 
6:30 p.m........................ DAR Board 
7:00 p.m........................ Wood Carvers 
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8:00 a.m........................ Golf:  Cardinal Hill 
9:00 a.m........................ Life Line Screening 
11:00 a.m...................... Grandparent Support 
4:00 p.m........................ Wedding 
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6:00 a.m........................ Tai Chi 
11:30 a.m...................... Tai Chi 
6:00 p.m........................ Finance  

Do you need child care? 
North Cross Parent’s Day Out can help 
 
 Who:    Our nurturing care-givers and your children 
 
 What:   Flexible care for your children 
 
 Where:  North Cross United Methodist Church 
       1321 NE Vivion Road 
       Kansas City, MO 64118 
       Phone: 816.452.0443 
 
 When:  9 a.m. until 3 p.m. 
 
 Why:   To provide a safe, Christian environment to  
        meet your childcare needs.  
 
    Fees:        Half-day    Full-day 
    1 child       $14       $21 
    2 children*    $26       $38 
    3 children*    $38       $57 
 
*Multiple children discount is given for siblings only. 
 Half-day is from 9 a.m. until noon, or noon until 3 p.m. 

 
 Openings are presently available in all rooms  

for summer 2009. 
 

  

Life Screening tests available in July 
 

  Life Line Screening will be offered at North Cross 
on Wednesday, July 22nd, from 9 a.m. until 3 p.m.  
Pre-registration is required. Call 1.800.324.1851. The 
Stroke, Vascular Disease and Heart Rhythm Package 
(4 tests) will cost $139. Add an osteoporosis screening 
for $10. All 5 tests may be taken for $149 (a $66 
savings.) 
 
 

Have you read The Shack?  
 

      Several people have suggested a one-time meeting 
to discuss The Shack  by William P. Young. In the 
novel you meet God in person. If you would like to 
participate, please call the office (452.2939) and let 
Patsy know if you want a morning or evening time.  
She will then set a day and time (in August) for this 
discussion.  

Seeker’s Proudly Announces  
 COFFEE by the BEAN  

for coffee purists! 
         You can now buy a package of whole beans at 
the Coffee Cart in Fellowship Hall. Have fun 
grinding your own beans. Still available are  
Regular, Decaf, Hazelnut Crème, and French  
Vanilla.  



Publication Deadline: Wednesday at noon 
Spirit Editor: Mary Alice Morrissey 

Person to person: 
CHURCH FAMILY NEWS 

 
 Hospitalized: Don Shortess, Don Orr, NKC 
· Don’t forget to wear your nametags to help Pastor 

Neal learn your name. If you want to order a mag-
netic nametag ($5), or a nametag with a clip or cord 
(no charge), sign up on the clipboard on the table by 
the office. 

· Congratulations to Leslie and Andrew on the birth 
of Benjamin James Scheaffer, on July 9, 2009. The 
proud grandmother is Jewlie Brown, and  the proud 
uncle is Zakk Leftridge. 

· Dear Friends, I am now in my new home after an 
extended hospitalization and am slowly, but steadily 
gaining strength. I don’t think either Dick or I could 
have made it without your many expressions of love 
through your prayers, cards, visits, and calls.   

                                      God Bless you!!  Merta Powers 
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 “It is time to buckle down and get to work.” 
Have you ever heard that phrase? I have, and I 
have been known to use it from time to time as 
well. 
  “It is time to buckle down and get to work.” 
That is what I felt like as I picked up my Bible 
and started reading First Timothy this morning.  
  I have chosen Paul’s letters to Timothy as the 
basis for my first sermon series with you. Over 
the next few weeks, we’ll explore  
selected passages from these letters of Paul, to 
his young ‘loyal child in the faith.’ 
  Why Timothy? I’ve always liked Timothy, as 
far back as when I first read it in seventh grade. 
It had some special appeal back then because it 
was written to someone young. “Let no one de-
spise your youth…” Paul writes in  
1 Timothy 4:12.  
  Now that I’ve aged a little bit, I still like 
these letters to Timothy. My favorite scripture 
passage since seventh grade comes from  
second Timothy, but you’ll have to wait a few 
weeks to find out about that one. 
  Why Timothy? Because in these letters we 
find an aging apostle, Paul, who is passionate 
about passing on the faith to a new younger gen-
eration. The result includes words of wisdom 
about the organization, doctrine and  
behavior of a growing church. It includes  
advice about how to live the Christian life. And 
it includes short summaries of the core of Chris-
tianity, along with ways to defend the faith. 
  While some of Paul’s application to the  
context of his day may seem out of date, the 
timeless truths are truly still timeless. The  
foundations for the Church of Jesus Christ are 
still solid and we, the church of today, are called 
by God to understand those timeless truths and 
apply them in a way that not only preserves, but 
builds up the Church of Jesus Christ. 
  I invite you to join me as we study and 
buckle down and get to work together. 
 
                   In Christ, 
�
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