North Cross Spirit

... telling the news of North Cross Church

...coming up in Worship...

In the Book of Acts, we can trace the
spread of the Gospel through the work-
ings of the early church. Certainly, some
elements in that first century culture dic-
tated how the “good news” was shared.

As time went on, many changes oc-
curred in the way in which the church
functioned. Today’s church looks much
different from that one of almost two
thousand years ago. But so does the cul-
ture in which we live.

The title for this week’s sermon is
“The Next Chapter in the Church’s
Story.” Join us for worship as we talk
about how we might be involved in the
writing of that story.

Dennis

Join adults in Sunday study: 9:45 a.m.
You're invited to share in study and
fellowship with these classes this Sunday:

Wesleyan Class:Room 215
Lesson:'God Calls the People Out of Egypt”
Ginnie Collins
Good News:Room 206
Lesson’Food for the Spirit*
Friendship: Room 202
Lesson*God Calls the People Out of Egypt”
Charles Weems

Greg Baker

Inquirer's: Fellowship Hall
Lesson:'Poolside with Jesus” Ron Watson
FaithWorks: Room 207
Lesson:God Calls the People Out of Egypt”
Helen Fos
Pathfinders: Room 200
Lesson!Judas, the Value of a Dollar”
Rita McCa4
Contemporary Conversations: Lounge
LessorThe End of Newspapers”
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Tom Brown

June 22, 2009
Somewhere Out There

Last year, an important piece was added to our memb
ship vows. They now read, “As members of this ¢tegg-
tion, will you faithfully support its ministries tbugh your
prayers, presence, gifts, serviaad witness Our leaders
realized that we must be willing to share a worduawhat
Christ is doing in our lives with those around us.

This year’s theme of our Annual Conference ofdduri
United Methodists was “Somewhere Out There.” Wartie
testimonies in person or via videotape of people wire
excited about their faitbecause they had attempted to share
about their relationship with God with others where “out
there somewhere.”

When we are motivated to share our faith, iegipurpose
and direction to the Bible studies, small grouprié@ay oppor-
tunities, and even our worship services. As somguminted
out at Conference, the Dead Sea, which lies ali#ih feet
below sea level, is fed by the Jordan Rivebut has no out-
let! Being one of the saltiest bodies of water on edrgup-
ports no life.

And we can have all sorts of programs in thercu But
if we are not sharing what we are experiencingleaching
with others, we are like the Dead Sea. The Apdiial,
writing to young Timothy, warned him to watch oat those
who held to an “outward form of godliness” whilegftying
its power.” (2 Timothy 3.5, NRSV)

In other words, we can go through the religiougions,
participate in a variety of classes, and perforncimoeeded
service to others. But we should give an authemiticess to
the work of Christ in our lives. . .in word andaation.

“A servant people inevitably becomes a witnessmmgmu-
nity. When we identify ourselves with the suftggiof others
who have no observable claim on us, the world takes. .
The leaven which was hid cannot be concealed argeio
the light is seen to be shining in the darknesstehs a com-

€'munity as obvious as a city set on a hill.”

(Robert RainesReshaping the Christian Life)
(New York: Harper & Row Publishers, 1964) 67.
Will you take the challenge of sharing your faitlihaoth-
ers? You will be blessed by being a blessing.
Make it a good week!
Dennis

Transformed by Christ’s love to make disciples anderve others.



Attention....
Vacation Bible School Volunteers
and Acolytes

All VBS volunteers will be dedicated
at each of the worship services on
Sunday, June 28th.

Acolytes will be recognized at the 11
a.m. worship service.

g\rhe S

J.A.M.—Children’s Summer Sunday School is
looking for more teachers on the following date
June 28, July 12, August 2, August 16, August
23, and August 30.

Find a friend and sign up today.
Call Glenda at 452.2939 or email at
gcallicott@northcrossumc.org.

Volunteers Needed for
Camp EDGE Vacation Bible School

We are in need of volunteers to help at Camp

E.D.G.E., the Vacation Bible School program fq
this summer. We will have a work morning on
July 11th from 9 a.m. until noon and after wor-
ship on July 12th to prepare for VBS, which will
start the evening of July 12th. Remember.....
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Notes from Annual Conference
fronmMarianne HornedJune 2009

| want to thank my North Cross family for providing me the
opportunity to be one of your Lay Representatives at the Mis-
souri Annual Conference. | want to share with you some of my
impressions and glimpses of what | absorbed. (All three of your
lay members - Jaccy Stehle, Emily Brown and |- were new to
the experience, but were well-guided by our pastors.)

Are we still inspiring our members to serve Christ in new
ways? | became aware of the role North Cross has played in the
recent past while sitting behind two former members who are
now pastors, Evelyn (Fowler) Summers and Kim Ross. | was
reminded of others who went to seminary while worshiping with
us, including Robin Roderick, Judy Slimmer, Jenn Klein, and
(still active at North Cross) Pam Polson! Wow! Any potential
seminarians sitting igour pew?

Snippets from presentations by the speakers:

Methodist theology is based on the belief in GRACE - the

gift of love. The fruit of ouacceptancef grace is to ex-

press and share that grace with others. One of the most ac-

tive lay members in the state, Larry Tucker, is the grandson

of a Methodist minister who would sneak across the state
line to preach in St. Louis at a time when Protestant services
wereillegal in the state of Missouri. Nowadays, Methodists
have become more of a “come to us” denomination, rather
than a “go to them” denomination.

Regarding changes in the church: Fear is the worst enemy o

imagination. It is worse to do nothing than doing something

and failing. We don’t have to change Jesus to become con-
temporary and inviting, but we may need to change how we
present Jesus. People equatefohesof faith and worship

with the faith itself and therefore cling tenaciously to the

past and perceive any change in focus or function as a threa

to what they hold dear.

Rev. David Gilmore, pastor of Centennial UMC, says, “The
world’s trash is God'’s treasure, and | am a treasure hunter.”
Bishop Joaquina Nkangala, the only female bishop in all of
Africa, spoke on our mission work in Mozambique. The
mosquito nets that we have sent have saved and are saving
thousands of lives from diseases, but she shared, “We still
have diseases and poverty. We have pastors who are not
trained. We do not have the capacity to receive new chil-
dren. We are now going to build a house for displaced wid-
ows, women sent away by relatives and chased away from
homes as widows or women abandoned by husbands.”
Wise words shared by Rev. Jim Bryan at the memorial ser-
vice for clergy who died this year: “In the moment one of
our loved ones takes their final breath, there is that moment
of extreme fear coupled with absolute hope. It is the fulfill-
ment of what our faith tells us, thesdife. The peril and the
promise. Together.”

Talent is a giffrom God.....to be usefbr God......




6:00a.m....cceeeiiiii. Tai Chi
11:30 am. ceeeeeriiieee Tai Chi
8:30a.m. ..o Worship
9145 am. .o Sunday School
11:00 am. ..ovvvvvvvnnnnnnns Worship
12:00 pM. .o, VBS Potluck & Work Day
11:00 am. .ccceeeerviiinee Tai Chi
700 pM.ciiii Boy Scouts
!
9:00 @M. cvviiiiiieeeeeeees TOPS
10:00 am. ..ccoeevrvinnnnnee Paint for Fun
6:30 pM..ceeiiiiii Financial Peace Class
6:30 p.M..cccci Duplicate Bridge
n #
8:00 a.m. ..evvvieiiiiiieees Golf: Shiloh Springs
6:00 pm..cccii Clay Ct. Justice Board
6:00a.m....ceeeiiiiie. Tai Chi
9:30am. .. UMW Sewing/Quilting
I IRCTO =W o T Tai Chi

Have you registered
for VBS online at
northcrossumc.org?

Early registration
would be very help-
ful, so that we can
order supplies and
food.

TheChildren’s Ministry Teamwill hold a
meeting after the 11 a.m. worship service o
Sunday, June 28th.

We will have a taco bar lunch. Sign up wjith
Jaccy Stehle.

We will work on VBS until 2:30 p.m.

=)

Prayer Team for Camp EDGE - VBS

How do you start a ministry? With prayer! Marj Strong
is our VBS Prayer Team Leader. The Prayer Chapel will be
open each day throughout VBS starting at 5:40 with inspira-
tional words and prayer for all VBS staff. During VBS
hours the Prayer Chapel will be open for all, especially par-
ents. We will have several prayer boxes, one “For God’s
Eyes Only,” one “For Clergy Response” and one for a
“Community Prayer List.”

If you are unable to be present physically during VBS,
would you like to be on the Prayer Team from home? Give
Marj Strong a call at 452-5574 if you are interested.

VBS selects mission project

Each year VBS selects a mission project. This year the
recipient for this project will be the Clay County Clothes
Closet. The Clothes Closet’s motto is, “We clothe our kids
with love.” Established in 1959 by Church Women United
of the Northland, the ‘Closet’ clothes men, women and chil-
dren, with an emphasis on school children. The Closet is
staffed by volunteers only.

So, start watching for sales on children’s underwear!
Articles to be collected are: boys’ and girls’ T-shirts, both
plain and patterned; socks and underwear; children’s sizes
3T to 12. For every 4 t-shirts, 5 pairs of socks and 5 pieces
of underwear, you will help clothe a child.

Charities for Super Sale

At the end of the Super Sale, leftover items are donated
to charities. The charities are contacted to determine what
items they need and to arrange for pickup at 3 p.m. on
Thursday after the sale is over. In the past, as many as 11
charities were helped by the donations.

If you know of a charity that is willing to come to the
church and pick up the items on Thursday, August 6th, at 3
p.m., please contact Barbara Bennett at 816.455.0483 and
leave a message with the name and phone number of the
contact person at that charity office.

If you are involved with a charity and you are willing to
pick items up yourself, please call Barb with the name of the
charity and the items needed, so they may be sorted out cor-
rectly.

Items will be placed by a sign for each charity on the
back lawn of the church.

If you have any time available to help on Thursday at
noon, we will need lots of help packing up items for the
charities and getting the church back in order. Due to the
size of the packing/cleanup job, we cannot let charities come
in and pick out items themselves.




Rick’s Ruminations:

hours
days
weeks
months
Six years
and more
we
shared
laughed
loved
cried
agreed
disagreed
served
god

40

years
of
marriage
40

years

of
ministry
concluded

now
new
callings
fill
hours
weeks
months
years
to
come

it's
true
for
me
true
for
you
too

...rmh

Person to person:

Hospitalized: Merta Powers, Art Hammen, Rosemary
Wheeler, Betty Pierson NKC

CHURCH FAMILY NEWS

July/August Upper Room devotional books are $1

and are now available by the office door.

On Friday, July 3rd, the church building will be closed i
observance of the 4th of July holiday.

Life Line Screening will be offered at North Cross on
Wednesday, July 22nd, from 9 a.m. until 3 p.m. Pre-
registration is required. Call 1.800.324.1851. The Strok
Vascular Disease and Heart Rhythm Package (4 tests)
will cost $139. Add an osteoporosis screening for $10.
All 5 tests may be taken for $149 (a $66 savings.)
Thank you to Chris and Stephanie Gray for their repair
work on the canopy over the church entrance.

Thank you to Carl West for making possible the installg
tion of the new floor in the Pantry by removing and re-

placing the shelving.
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