North Cross Spirit

... telling the news of North Cross Church

...coming up in Worship...

“Transitions are almost always times of
ambivalence. We end one set of definitions
which are a part of our living and anticipate a
new way of ordering our lives and relation-
ships. We regret saying ‘good-bye’ to what
we have known and held dear and yet we
anticipate the ‘new’ realities that will help
define our futures,” commented Rick, as he
looked toward Sunday’s services.

“Karen, Xavian and | are now in that
time of transition. We're saying ‘good-bye’
to North Cross and ‘Hello’ to what is yet to
be as | begin retirement. Your new pastor,
Neal, and his wife, Lori, are doing the same
with their church in Macon, MO, as they pre-
pare to bring their lives to Kansas City and
North Cross.”

“In this week’s message | want to share
some of the dynamics that make for a good
good-bye The words | have to share, | be-
lieve, are relevant for all of us.”

Join adults in Sunday study: 9:45 a.m.
You're invited to share in study and
fellowship with these classes this Sunday:

Wesleyan Class:Room 215
Lesson:Moses & Aaron Respond”
Glenn Corwin
Good News:Room 206
Lesson?Summertime”
Friendship: Room 202
Lesson*Moses & Aaron Respond”
Glenn Whiston

Jim Funk

Inquirer's: Fellowship Hall

Lessort'How Elders Will Save the World”

Part 1 Brian Hall

FaithWorks: Room 207

LessonMoses & Aaron Respond”

Betty Greiner

Pathfinders: Room 200

Lesson!Thaddaeus” Bev Whitaker
Contemporary Conversations: Lounge

LessortiUpdate from Iran” Kathy Baharaeen

June 8, 2009

40 years of ministry and retirement
honored at celebration Sunday, 2-4 p.m.

Rick’s formal retirement was acknowledged at last
week’s session of the Missouri Annual Conference.
North Cross will do so more informally with a celebra-
tion receptiorthis Sunday from 2-4 p.m. in Fellowship
Hall.

Your senior pastor’s ministry at North Cross will
conclude on Father's Day, June€'2dhen he preaches
his last message in the morning services.

You may wish to share a card with Rick & Karen on
this day, and you're encouraged to attend the recep-
tion/retirement celebration in their honor. Contributions
are being received and accepted for what the Staff-Parish
Committee has called tidammett Fun Fundgnabling
Karen, Rick & Xavian to enjoy some experiences of din-
ing out and entertainment in the next phase of their lives
together. Any such gifts should be marked accordingly.

Pray for the church, pastors, and ministry

Prayer is one of the disciplines of the Christian’s
faith journey. In this time of transition for this congrega-
tion, you are encouraged to pray for North Cross and its
ministry in the community.

Pray for Rick, Karen and Xavian as they begin a new
chapter in their lives together. They will remain in this
community, but will be finding a new church home and
adjusting to changed circumstances.

Pray also for Neal and Lori Lassinger as they com-
plete their ministry in Macon, MO, and transition into
leadership here in the North Cross family. They will be
seeking to establish themselves not only in the church,
but in a new home and community.

Finally, pray for this church and seek God’s guid-
ance for how you might truly welcome the Lassinger’s
and make their transition one that is eased by your ac-
ceptance of their place in your lives.

Transformed by Christ’s love to make disciples anderve others.



T-Shirts For Sale

The new North Cross logo
was designed by our own Kerry
Meier. See the tee shirt with the
new logo in Fellowship Hall on

i Sundays.
i An order form will be avail-
NOIH RS | able - put your name and size on
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

the form. Cost is $10.

Guess what’s coming....
from Sunday, August 2nd
through Thursday, August 6th

You guessed it! Now is the time to
start gathering your salable, gently-used
Big Stuff (furniture and large items),
Household Items, Linens, Toys and Clothes
for men, women, and children, and items
for the Teen Department.

There will still be the ever-popular Mis-
cellaneous, Books and Baby Needs (car
seats, carriers, strollers, beds, etc.).

Also, it isn’'t too early to begin baking
and freezing items for the Pantry.

Now here is some really exciting news!
The Super Sale profits will go toward new
doors on the kitchen cabinets and new
flooring in the children’s restrooms.

Request from the new pastor

“Please tell the congregation to wear their name
badges.” This is exactly what our new pastor, Neal,
has asked us to do.

If you don’t have a name badge or can't find it,
then sign your name on the or-
der sheet by the office door.

Please indicate on the forn

if you are requesting a name &
tag with a CORD, a CLIP, or : bgM
MAGNETIC name tag. There ’\'ﬁe
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IS no charge for name tags wi
a cord or clip. Magnetic name
badges are $5.

Five steps to a friendlier church

1. Speak to the other person first. Don’t wait for him
or her to take the initiative.

2. If there is someone you don’t know, introduce
yourself to him or her.

3. Be pleasant in your words and expressions. A
great church cannot be built with frowns.

4. Invite newcomers to a worship service or to a
church event and introduce them to other mem-
bers.

5. Encourage people to participate in those church
activities that interest them.
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Is your pledge up-to-date?

During the summer months we encourage you to remain
current in your giving to the church. If you can’t be in
church for worship, please send your pledge or gift tq the
church office.

With all of us working together, we can have a strong
summer financially, even if many of us may be gone gt
different times.




6:00 @M. .covviiiieeeeeees Tai Chi

8:30am. ... Camp Shakespeare

11:30 am. cceeeeeeiieee Tai Chi

1:30 pM. Wesleyan Women Circle

6:30 p.M..cccci Mo. Extension Food Prep
Class

8:30am. ... Camp Shakespeare

(S2COJ o Y 1 | P Concerned Care

9:00 @M. .vvviieiieeeeeeees Golf: Alvamar Orchard

6:30 pM..ceeiiiii Game Night

8:30a.m. . Worship

9:30 @M. eeveiiiieieeeees Children’s Music

9145 am. . Sunday School

11:00 a.m. ...ovvvvvvrnnnnnnns Worship

2:00 pMeiiiiiiiiiiiiiiies Rick's Retirement Party

8:30am.......ooeeeennnen. Camp Shakespeare

11:00 @M. ..oevveeieiiiinnnnes Tai Chi

6:30 p.mM..cccciiii Safe Sanctuary Training

700 pM.ciiii Boy Scouts

8:30am.......ooeeiiiiinnnn. Camp Shakespeare

9:00 @M. ccooeeiiiiee TOPS

10:00 @M. ..oevveveeeiiinnnnnes Paint for Fun

6:30 p.M. i, Trustees

6:30 pM..ceeiiiii Financial Peace Class

6:30 p.mM..cccci Duplicate Bridge

700 pm. Wood Carvers

8:00am. . ....coooeernennnnnn. Golf: Teetering Rocks

8:30am........ooeeennnn. Camp Shakespeare

!

6:00 @M. .cvvviiiieeeeeees Tai Chi

8:30am. ... Camp Shakespeare

9:00am...ceeeeeieinien. UMW Sewing/Quilting

10:00 am. oo, Mommy & Me

11:30 am. .cceeeeeriiieee Tai Chi

4:30 PM. e 4 One Band Practice

Youth Group will be on its way

Twenty-two youth and adults will leave on Sunday,
June 14 for Sikeston, Missouri, to participate in one of
the Missouri Conference Methodist Youth Mission
Trips. They will be hard at work helpirgberty House
in the renovation of a nursing home for housing for the
homeless. Or they may be helpiamith Chapelan Af-
rican-American United Methodist Church in Sikeston,
with rehab work at their church. They won't be alone.
There will be five other Missouri Methodist church
youth groups hard at work with them.

One evening they will spend the night outside in
boxes as a “homeless” night simulation. Other evenings
have been set aside for some fun and fellowship, such as
bowling and swimming. They also have scheduled a
night out alLambert’s Restauranhome of the “throwed
rolls.” The mission work will end on Friday morning,
June 18" which will give them the opportunity to head
to St. Louis, Missouri, for a day of fun. They will return
Saturday, June 14.

Your generous donations, your prayers, and your par-
ticipation in Wednesday dinners, the Adult Prom, Trivia
Nite, and the Silent Auction makes all this possible.
Know that North Cross will impact the lives of so many
others this week — transforming lives and making disci-
ples. God Bless!

Please pray for our youth group and adult
sponsors as they travel on their annual mis-
sion trip - this year to Sikeston, Missouri.
They leave on Sunday, June 14th, and re-
turn on Saturday, June 20th.




Rick’s Ruminations:

| remember growing up in the country, on

the farm, in the summer, before air conditioninx _
r-

became something almost every home had. D
ing the summers | worked on the farm. It was
hot work, hard work: mowing, raking, baling
and hauling hay. It still is hard work, but tech-
nology has made it a lot easier than it was back
then.
When the day’s work was done, often in thg
evening, we would sometimes gather on the
front porch. We would rock and talk and laugh

in a futile attempt to escape the ever-present heat

and humidity. And sometimes, on a really good
evening, the leaves of the trees would begin to
rustle. And the conversation would die down,
and everyone would just sit back and enjoy theg
summer breeze, the gift of the breeze. We didn’
know where it came from. We didn't know
where it was going. But we knew it was there,
because we could feel it.

Perhaps some of you know what it's like to

come into the sanctuary on one of those Sunday

when you didn't really want to be there, when

your mind was somewhere else, and to be hone
about it, maybe your heart was somewhere else

too. Then, during the worship service, in the
hymns, or the prayers, or the communion ser-

vice, or even in the sermon, something gets hqla

of you, some mysterious force that somehow
lifts a burden from your shoulders or helps you
understand something that had been puzzling
you. And your step is a little lighter when you

leave than it was when you walked in. Now wh| Kansas City, Missouri 64118

was that? What brought that about? Do you
know? Or maybe you just don't understand.
Could it maybe be the breeze®@bd’s Spiri?

| recently read a quote that came from Ells
worth Kalas. He writes: “I have lived in the
world of religion since before | was born, and in
this long observation (seventy years and count
ing), | have learned two things for sure. First,
you can’t box God in. And second, we are al-
ways trying to do so.”

Life is unpredictable. It is full of surprises.

And so is God. Perhaps what we need to do is|be

more open to the way God might be working td
surprise us in the unpredictable nature of our
living.

...rmh

Person to person:

CHURCH FAMILY NEWS

Hospitalized: Merta Powers, NKC
Dear North Cross Friends, Thanks for your love,
concern, prayers, cards, visits, and so much more
from all. My love to each, with thanks,

Janet O’Donnell
Thanks to LaDonna Ebright and Susan Young for
putting together a Laity Sunday service, to Bill
Chastain, Tom Gee, and Brenda Coots for their he
in bringing it all together. We also want to thank th
Chancel Choir, Ushers, the people who run Power
Point and the soundboard, and the 4 One Band fo
their service to God every Sunday.

Church Office: 816.452.2939
Fax Number: 816.453.4353
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