
               . . . telling the news of North Cross Church 

…coming up in Worship… 
 

Have you been to the Doctor? 
 
 There are all kinds of doctors. General 

practitioners, family doctors, psycholo-
gists, neurologists, orthopedists, pediatri-
cians, and many more are available to help 
us when needed. 

Undoubtedly, we have all been to one 
or more doctors. Some of us have un-
doubtedly seen more than we ever wanted 
when some serious health issue has arisen. 

This week, Rick’s message is 
prompted by a passage found in Matthew’s 
Gospel that tells of Jesus bringing healing 
to those who approach him. Rick has enti-
tled his message, Turning Toward Dr. 
God. 

May 25, 2009 

Transformed by Christ’s love to make disciples and 

Join adults in Sunday study: 9:45 a.m. 
      You’re invited to share in study and  
   fellowship with these classes this Sunday: 
 

Wesleyan Class:  Room 215     
  Lesson: “Equipped for New Life”       
                                                Teri Jan Overton                                                                             
Good News: Room 206 
  Lesson: “Miracles”                Judy O’Donnell             
Friendship: Room 202   
  Lesson: “Equipped for New Life”  
                                               Marcia Browning 
Inquirer’s: Fellowship Hall 
  Lesson:“Rethinking the Rapture”  
                                                       Gerry Smith                                                                                                                                      
FaithWorks: Room 207    
  Lesson: “Equipped for New Life”   
                                                  Deborah Mason                                                                                        
Pathfinders: Room 200   
  Lesson: “Thomas, Twenty-first Century Man” 
                                                        Faye Moore                                                                                                                                               
Contemporary Conversations:  Lounge 
  Lesson: “A Year of Living Biblically”  
                                                        Cara Terrell               

                         

Parents with children take note to attend 
 

 “Kids don’t come with an owner’s manual…but I 
found one.  It’s Love and Logic.” 

 
 Love and Logic provides simple and practical tech-

niques to help parents and teachers have less stress and 
more fun while raising responsible kids. Parents are en-
couraged to offer children a range of age-appropriate and 
acceptable choices, in order to experience the teaching 
value of their decisions. 

The idea behind Love and Logic theory is this: Parents 
should provide an atmosphere of love, acceptance and em-
pathy, while allowing the natural consequences of a child’s 
behavior and actions to do the teaching.  This should hap-
pen in the early years, when the consequences of the inevi-
table less-than-perfect choices are not too severe or damag-
ing.  By the time the child reaches adulthood, he/she is 
equipped with the decision-making skills needed for adult 
life.  This method also teaches insight into parenting styles 
and how our own parenting styles can, inadvertently, some-
times rob a child of the ability to grow up making good de-
cisions for him or herself. It’s applicable to all children 
from toddlers to teens. 

North Cross UMC is offering this 12-week training 
course on Thursdays, starting September 17.  All parents 
are invited, encouraged and welcome to attend.  

(See the accompanying article inside this issue.) 
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Love and Logic this September 
   (See companion article on the front page) 

 
 Through an anonymous gift, someone 

in our church family has generously do-
nated $1,000 to pay for the Love and Logic 
training!!!  This is an answer to my prayers.  
When I found out, Jackie Whiston and I 
had tears of joy and praise. 

This donor has allowed all people to 
reap the benefits of this Christian-based 
parenting class, regardless of income!  I 
truly believe this will impact families in 
such a positive way.  This donor must have 
felt the same way, to give such a heartfelt 
gift. 

Our PDO staff is also going to take this 
training, so they can implement this strat-
egy in their classrooms as well.  This is a 
gift that will keep on giving! Watch for fu-
ture details.  Enrollment will start the first 
of August. Thank you so much! 

 
                 Joyfully, 
                Glenda 

 T-Shirts For Sale 
   
The new North Cross 
logo was designed by our 
own Kerry Meier. See 
the tee shirt, with the 
new logo, in Fellowship 
Hall on Sundays. 
  An order form will be 
available - put your name 
and size on the form. 
Cost is $10. 

Grab Your Gear,  
Come On, Let’s Go……. 
 
   Summer, camping, swimming, hiking and VBS 
are coming upon us soon. Something else you might 
not have thought of is….Christmas trees!  Yes, I’m 
thinking non-decorated Christmas trees -  white or 
green, any size for June (prep work) and July (VBS).   
   Hi, my name is Jaccy Stehle (Chair of Children’s 
Ministry Team). Do you have any Christmas trees, 
skiing gear, or camping gear that you could donate 
for props for this year’s VBS?  Camp EDGE is our 
theme, if you hadn’t heard.  We need to transform 
our church into a campsite. So “grab your gear, come 
on, let’s go” (theme song). We need lots of trees, 
camping type things to set around, painted signs, 
butcher paper on a roll (brown, blue or green), tents, 
etc. Please bring your items to the church, and we’ll 
be sure to put your name on it. If you’re able to  sup-
ply any of these items, we greatly appreciate it and 
thank you. 
                  Jaccy Stehle 
 
 
 

CATCH THE VISION! 
 

VBS Training event is  
June 2  from 6 to 8 p.m. 

All volunteers are encouraged 
to attend. 
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Descending Dove  

 
The descending dove is a symbol of the Holy 
Spirit, “As soon as Jesus was baptized, he….saw 
the Spirit of God descending like a dove”  
(Matthew 3:16, NIV). The three-rayed nimbus 
around the dove’s head identifies the Spirit as a 
member of the Trinity. A dove shown without the 
nimbus is a symbol of peace. 
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6:00 a.m. ....................... Tai Chi 
11:30 a.m. ..................... Tai Chi 
4:30 p.m........................ 4 One Band 
6:00 p.m........................ Missouri Extension Class   
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7:00 p.m........................ Downs Syndrome Group 
 

              �������������������
2:00 p.m........................ Wedding 
�
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8:30 a.m. ...................... Worship   
9:30 a.m. ...................... Children’s Music 
9:45 a.m. ...................... Sunday School     
9:45 a.m......................... Teacher Appreciation  
                                                              Breakfast  
11:00 a.m. .................... Worship  
2:00 p.m........................ Graduation Party 
4:00 p.m........................ Golf:  The Academy 
�
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9:00 a.m. ....................... Tai Chi 
7:00 p.m........................ Boy Scouts 
��� 
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9:00 a.m. ....................... TOPS 
10:00 a.m. ..................... Paint for Fun 
12:30 p.m. ..................... Priscilla Women’s Circle 
6:00 p.m........................ VBS Leadership Meeting 
6:30 p.m........................ Financial Peace Class 
6:30 p.m........................ Duplicate Bridge 
6:30 p.m........................ Geo-Thermal Team ���������
7:00 p.m........................ Wood Carvers 
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9:00 a.m. ....................... Symphony Guild Board  
6:30 p.m........................ Chancel Choir Practice 
  ��� 
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�������Annual Conference begins today 
6:00 a.m. ....................... Tai Chi 
9:00 a.m. ....................... UMW Sewing/Quilting 
11:30 a.m. ..................... Tai Chi 
4:30 p.m........................ 4 One Band 

Congratulations to the graduates of ‘09 
 
  We offer our congratulations and best wishes to the 
following 2009 graduates: 
 
 �  Kevin Montemayer, son of Roberta Judson,  
    North Kansas City High School 
 �  Luke Lancaster, grandson of Jackie Tucker,  
    Bachelor of Science in Psychology from Belmont  
    University in Nashville, TN 
 �  Chris Lancaster, son-in-law of Jackie Tucker,  
    Masters of Divinity, Midwestern Baptist  
    Theological Seminary, Kansas City, MO 
 �  Amanda Brown, granddaughter of Donna and      
    Charles Maysent,  
         Kearney High School 
 �  Nicholas Maysent, grandson of Donna and Charles   
    Maysent,  
    Ottawa University, Bachelor of Arts in Elementary 
    Education 
 �  Betsy Maysent, granddaughter of Donna and Charles  
    Maysent,  
    Horizon Academy, Kansas City, MO 
 �  Ryan Sherman, grandson of Roberta Richey,  
    Fayette High School 
 �  Troy Lewis, son of Donna Lewis,  
    Oak Park High School 
 �  Michael Baharaeen, son of Sasan and Kathy  
    Baharaeen; grandson of Jan Braker,  
    Winnetonka High School 
 �  Emily Brown, daughter of Helen Foster,  
    North Kansas City High School 
 �  Kasey King, daughter of  David and Deana King,    
    Park Hill South High School 
 �  Chelsea Light, daughter of Lee and Kim Light,  
    North Kansas City High School 
 

 

Kansas City Recycling Expands 
 

Kansas City recyclers are getting a bonus. 
Not only will curbside pickups remain weekly, 
but some new materials are now being ac-
cepted. Residents may now recycle card-
board egg cartons, clean pizza boxes, and 
shredded paper placed inside paper bags 
and labeled as shredded paper. For a list of 
all materials accepted in the program, check 
www.kcmo.org/trash. 



Person to person: 
CHURCH FAMILY NEWS 

 
· Hospitalized:  Due to the holiday publication dead-

line, the hospitalization information is not included 
in this issue. If you wish to have information on 
hospitalizations, please call the church office at 
452.2939.  

· To the good people at North Cross, thanks for your 
concern and support.                Maxine Mason 

· May/June issues of the Upper Room devotional 
booklets are still available. Check the table in the 
entryway by the church office. Cost is $1 per copy. 

Rick’s Ruminations: 
 

 Over my 40 years in ministry I’ve seen a lot 
of changes in the local church, as well as in the 
Conference(s) of which I have been a part. 

At one time the state of Missouri was divided 
into two distinct and separate United Methodist 
Conferences. In those years, when clergy retired, 
they were given the opportunity to share some 
reflections and words about their ministries and/or 
future plans at the annual retirement service. 

When the two Conferences merged to become 
the Missouri Conference of the United Methodist 
Church, that tradition was replaced by allowing 
each retiree to write no more than a 150-word 
statement that is now prerecorded by someone else 
and played as the retiree walks across the stage to 
shake the hand of the Bishop. The rationale for 
this change was that we don’t have time for the 
retiring clergy to share their own unscripted re-
marks. 

In preparing my own 150 words for this year’s 
retirement service in Springfield next month, I 
determined there were only two things I really 
wanted to say. The first was the importance of in-
tegrity to one’s ministry, as well as faithfulness to 
the covenant. 

The organized church talks about the covenant 
between the clergy and the United Methodist Sys-
tem. We are repeatedly reminded of it. This means 
clergy agree to go where appointed, and the sys-
tem will guarantee us an appointment if they deem 
us “effective.” 

But I have always understood my covenant 
from an entirely different perspective. My primary 
covenant and loyalty is not to Methodism or any 
“system.” It is first to God and then to the local 
churches I have sought to serve with faithfulness 
and integrity. 

Systems, by their very nature, are anything but 
pure and spotless. Much of what I have seen in 
recent years leads me to believe that integrity is 
not held in as much esteem, or even practiced as it 
was in my earlier years within the “system.” 

I am not sure the words I have written, read by 
another, will be understood. But I feel confident 
that the covenant I have with God remains secure 
and will continue to be sustained. 

Systems can fail or disappoint. They can be 
corrupted. God is the one who never fails. It’s im-
portant for even the clergy to know who it is we 
serve. 

                  …rmh 
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