
               . . . telling the news of North Cross Church 
November 23, 2009 

Transformed by Christ’s love to make disciples and serve others. 

    
 
Join adults in Sunday study: 9:45 a.m. 
You’re invited to share in study and fellowship 
with these classes this Sunday: 
 

Wesleyan Class:  Room 215     
  Lesson: “A Hopeful People”        Glenn Corwin               
Good News:  Room 206 
  Lesson: “The Beatitudes”                     Jim Funk 
Friendship:  Room 202   
  Lesson: “A Hopeful People”       
 Inquirer’s:  Fellowship Hall 
  Lesson: “Christmas Trivia”          L. D. Herman     

FaithWorks:  Room 207    
  Lesson: “The Power and Respect of Goodwill” 
                                                       Debbie Grosko         
 Pathfinders:  Room 200                  
  Lesson: “Methodist Beliefs: We Believe                      
                   in Jesus Christ”                  Bob Diehl      
Contemporary Conversations:  Lounge 
  Lesson: “Mitch and Mattie, Part 2”   
                       Terry Ward                              

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Church Conference Report 
 
   Last Sunday afternoon, the church conducted its Annual 
Church Conference led by our District Superintendent, 
Reverend Yolanda Villa. A good number of people 
participated in the Church Conference. The mandatory 
business on the agenda was to approve the Compensation 
Packages for our two pastors as recommended by the Staff 
Parish Committee and the Administrative Council; and to 
confirm the slate of persons nominated for service for this 
coming year by our Committee on Lay Leadership. (A copy 
of the Lay Leadership Report will be available on the table 
in the Entry Area.) Prayers were offered by those accepting 
leadership positions and, on their behalf, by others in the 
congregation. 
   In the “teaching” moments of our meeting, Reverend 
Villa shared about the importance of each person taking on 
a leadership role. She also talked about having passion for 
ministry, a thought reinforced by a video clip entitled, “Is 
There Juice in Your Camera?” A small boy, in the video, 
had a toy camera and was passionately and persistently 
following a professional photographer around. The 
photographer saw a link between the boy’s behavior/attitude 
and what should be present in those who lead others. 
   We trust, under God’s leadership, that this will be an 
exciting and effective year of ministry at North Cross. 

 
…coming up in Worship… 

 
The Advent Season begins! 

 
This week’s message:  
“Christmas through  
the Eyes of Mary” 

 
 

Check out Luke 1:26-38 
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UMM to ring bells  
for Salvation Army  
 
  Our United Methodist Men will be ringing 
the Salvation Army bells at K-Mart on Vivion 
Road. Look for them on Saturday, December 
5th, from 10 a.m. until 5 p.m. 
  If you aren’t going to K-Mart, just ride by 
and drop something in their bucket to help 
them and help the Salvation Army. 
  The UMM will hold their breakfast meeting 
earlier the same day at 8 a.m. at Denny’s on 
Armour Road in North Kansas City. All men 
of the church are invited to attend. 

 
Nametags available 
 
  If you wish to have a North Cross nametag,  
you have several options. Magnet name badges 
are available at a cost of $5 per badge. Clip-on 
or hanging name tags are available at no 
charge. Check the sign-up sheet on the table by 
the office door and mark your preference if 
you do not already have a name tag. Orders are 
filled quickly!  
 

Pew stewards needed 
 
  We are always in need of pew stewards to 
help keep our sanctuary ready for worship 
services. This volunteer position only takes a 
couple of hours every 6 weeks. Pew stewards 
keep the pew racks filled with offering 
envelopes and scribble sheets for children and 
pick up papers left behind after worship 
services. If you can help, please call Mary 
Alice at 452.2939. 
 
Hebrews Bible study concluded 
 
  Twenty-three members of your church 
family completed a Bible study of Hebrews. 
Wednesday morning classes lasted 10 weeks. 
Hebrews and the associated study drew the 
class back to the centrality of faith in Jesus the 
Christ and the certain knowledge that God will 
keep all believers in powerful love. Fittingly, 
Hebrews 13:25 concluded with, “Grace be 
with all of you.” 

  The Maple Woods Community College Choir 
will be presenting a Winter Concert on Friday, 
December 4th, at 7:30 p.m. at North Cross United 
Methodist Church.  This concert will feature seasonal 
songs from around the globe, including pieces from 
Puerto Rico, Scotland, Israel, France and Germany, 
and is free and open to the public. 
  Oak Park High School will also be presenting a 
concert on Friday, December 4th. You will hear a 
variety of holiday classics and maybe some 
Christmas tunes you have not heard before.  
  The North Star Community Band will present its 
annual Christmas concert in the auditorium at 7:30 
p.m. You will hear some new music, as well as 
many beloved Christmas classics! It’s been a tough 
year, so come on out and let the North Star 
Community Band get you in the Christmas spirit! 
There is no charge for admission. 
 
 

Crestview Family Christmas Gifts 

 

  Thank you to those who are purchasing gifts for 
families at Crestview Elementary School. Your 
quick response to the request was incredible! 
  Gifts need to be delivered to North Cross no later 
than Sunday, December 13th - earlier is even better! 
Gifts should be individually gift-wrapped, securely 
labeled with the colored slip of paper with the name 
that will be given you when you select a child, and a 
gift name tag. The colored paper identifies the 
child’s name and family number, which guarantees 
that the correct gift will get to the correct person. 
  God bless you for your generosity to include 
needy Crestview children in your holiday plans. 
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                   Happy Thanksgiving  
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�                     Office Closed�
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9:30 a.m........................ Altar Guild  
10 a.m.-Noon................ Christmas Play Practice 
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8:30 a.m. ...................... Traditional Worship   
9:30 a.m. ...................... Children’s Music   
9:45 a.m. ...................... Sunday School    
              Coffee always in the kitchen  
11:00 a.m. .................... Contemporary   
                                                            Worship 
4:30 p.m........................ Handbell Practice  
6:30 p.m........................ God & Country 
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11:00 a.m...................... Tai Chi  
1:00 p.m........................ UMW Bible Study 
6:30 p.m........................ Ignite Meeting 
6:30 p.m........................ Christmas Play Practice 
7:00 p.m........................ Cub & Boy Scouts 
7:00 p.m........................ Job Club 
7:00 p.m........................ Seekers at Meredith’s  
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9:00 a.m........................ TOPS 
10:00 a.m. .................... Paint for Fun 
10:30 a.m...................... O.P. Bridge Group 
12:30 p.m...................... Priscilla Circle   
4:00 p.m........................ Christmas Play Practice 
6:30 p.m........................ Duplicate Bridge  
7:00 p.m........................ Wood Carvers 
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6:00 p.m........................ KidZone 
6:30 p.m........................ Youth   
6:30 p.m........................ Chancel Choir 
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6:00 a.m........................ Tai Chi 
9:00 a.m........................ UMW Sewing/Quilting 
11:30 a.m...................... Tai Chi 
4:30 p.m........................ 4 One Band Practice 
4:30 p.m........................ Girl Scouts 
6:30 p.m........................ Ignite Meeting��
 

Reading glasses and sunglasses needed 
 
  In February, two members of North Cross are going with 
an ecumenical group on a medical mission trip to Jamaica. 
As a part of the trip, reading glasses and sunglasses will be 
distributed to people in need. 
  If you have any extra reading or sunglasses that you 
would like to contribute to this mission, please leave them 
under the Sharing Tree through January.  
 

Kansas City, MO, Police Department 
offers safety classes for women 
 
  The Kansas City, Missouri, Police Department will be 
holding monthly Women’s Safety Seminars at the regional 
police academy at 6885 NE Pleasant Valley Road. Cost is 
$25 per person. 
  The next course will be held on December 12th from 8 
a.m. until noon. The first hour of the course is conducted in 
a classroom setting and focus is on personal safety tips. The 
remainder of time is spent learning and practicing basic self-
defense techniques. These are very informative seminars 
with lots of great information and are designed to allow 
women of all ages to participate. For additional information 
on how to enroll for the December 12th session or future 
sessions, please contact Angela McCune at 413.3500. 
 

Job Club member obtains employment! 
 
  Thank you to everyone who has given us job leads for 
the Job Club. Please keep them coming! One of our 
participants got a job last week! We are still looking for 5 
more positions: 
  1. Experience in accounting, accounts payable and 
accounts receivable. Looking for part-time employment. 
  2. Experience in painting heavy equipment. 
Knowledgeable about tools. Has a Class “A” CDL. 
  3. Experience as a computer programmer. Is completing 
a Medical Transcriber’s Certificate. Would like employment 
as a Medical Transcriber. 
  4. Experience in the building materials trade, 
shipping/receiving, as well as general office work. 
  5. Warehouse experience, software programming 
experience. Would like to work as a software programmer. 
  If you are seeking employment, please stop by on 
Monday evenings at 7 p.m. in Room 202. Thank you to 
those who have contributed job leads for our club members. 
We can always use more!              Steve Lindsay, Facilitator  



Publication Deadline: Wednesday at noon 
Spirit Editor: Mary Alice Morrissey 

Person to person: 

CHURCH FAMILY NEWS 
Hospitalized: Ed Bird, Margaret Owen; NKC 

· There will be no Wednesday night meals until 
January 6, 2010, following the holiday season. 

· The Wesleyan Womens’ Group will meet on 
December 10th at Mimi’s Café in Zona Rosa at 11 
a.m. for lunch. No meeting at the church! Barbara 
Moody 

· Order forms for poinsettia plants are now available 
on the table in the entryway. The plants are $12.00 
each.  
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  Oh how I look forward to celebrating our 
first Christmas together at North Cross.  
 
  This Sunday we begin the season of 
Advent. Did you know that Advent derives 
from the Latin adventus? It simply means 
“coming.” Essentially Advent is all about the 
coming of Christ, whose birth we prepare to 
celebrate once again. It is a time for 
anticipation and preparation.  So, let us embark 
on this joy filled journey together. I look 
forward to worship each Sunday filled with 
music and the familiar scriptures of the season.  
 
  The sermon series is titled: 
  “Christmas through the Eyes of…” 
 
November 29  
“Christmas through the Eyes of Mary” 
 
December 6   
“Christmas through the Eyes of Joseph” 
 
December 13 
“Christmas through the Eyes of the Shepherds” 
 
December 20 will feature a special drama titled 
“’Tis the Season” by the New Life Players. 
 
December 24 Christmas Eve at 7, 9 & 11 p.m. 
“Christmas through the Eyes of God” 
 
December 27 
“Christmas through the Eyes of the Wise Men” 
 
Be there! And why not invite a friend, relative 
or neighbor? 
 
In Christ, 

 
 
 
 

P.S. Look forward to January 4th when we’ll 
start the New Year together with a special John 
Wesley Covenant Renewal service. 
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�  We offer our sympathy to the family and friends of 
Marcia Carlson, who died on November 14, 2009; and 
to Charlie and Wilma Burton in the death of Burdette 
Burton, Charlie’s brother, in Louisiana, MO, on 
November 20, 2009. 


