
               . . . telling the news of North Cross Church 
October 5, 2009 

Transformed by Christ’s love to make disciples and serve others. 

   Join adults in Sunday study: 9:45 a.m. 
You’re invited to share in study and fellowship 
with these classes this Sunday: 
 
 

Wesleyan Class:  Room 215     
  Lesson: “Recognizing Jesus”       Ginnie Collins          
                                                                                                                                                                                                                             
Good News:  Room 206 
  Lesson: “The Life You’ve Always Wanted” 
                                                                 Jim Funk  
Friendship:  Room 202   
  Lesson: “Recognizing Jesus”         Bill Overbey  
  
Inquirer’s:  Fellowship Hall 
  Lesson: “What I Wish My Congregation 
                       Knew!”           Rev. Neal Lassinger 
 
FaithWorks:  Room 207    
  Lesson: “Mercy, the Virtue that Shines”  
                                                     Becky Batchelor 
Pathfinders:  Room 200                  
  Lesson: “Pentecostalism: The Power of  
                        the Spirit”                Bev Whitaker 
  
Contemporary Conversations:  Lounge 
  Lesson: “Current Affairs Discussion” 
                                                             Jane Brown 

  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
You are invited… 

 
  Join us as we study this fascinating, thought-provoking, 
perhaps even revolutionary book titled “Simple Church.” In 
a complex world we find ourselves yearning for Simple. 
How can the church recover a simple, effective way to do 
church?  
  We’ll begin exploring these issues on Monday, October 
12th at 7 p.m. Part One:  Simple Revolution will continue 
on 10/26, 11/9 & 11/23. Part Two:  Becoming a Simple 
Church will resume in January.  
  Anyone and everyone that counts North Cross as their 
church home is encouraged to give this study your 
consideration. Call Patsy or Mary Alice in the church office 
(452.2939) to sign up so we can order the books. 
 
 Facilitators:  
 Pastor Neal Lassinger & Susan Young 

 …coming up in Worship… 
 
Have you ever been waiting for someone to 
meet you, or for someone who was to pick 
you up to take you to an appointment. . . and 
they were late? Even worse, they never 
showed up? It just doesn’t feel very good; it 
feels like you… were forgotten. 
 
   The Psalmist felt this way. In the 13th 
Psalm, the writer speaks of being forgotten by 
God. And yet, the Psalmist has a close 
enough relationship with God to cry out for 
help. We will look at this Psalm on Sunday in 
a message entitled, “From Cries for Help to 
Confidence.” 
                            Dennis 

“… this useful, brush-clearing book could help churches of any size move 
beyond mission statements to real mission.” 

— CHRISTIANITY TODAY 
 
 

RETURNING TO GOD’S PROCESS FOR MAKING DISCIPLES 
 
 
 
 

SiMPLE 
CHURCH 

 
 
 
 

THOM S. RAiNER 
&  ERiC  GEiGER 
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North Cross scheduled  
to help at Harvesters in October 
 
  Harvesters is Kansas City’s only food bank. 
It is a clearinghouse for the collection and 
distribution of food and related household 
products and has been helping people since 
1979 by: 
· collecting food and household products 

from community and industry sources, 
· distributing those products and providing 

nutrition services through a network of 
nonprofit agencies, and 

· offering leadership and education programs 
to increase community awareness of 
hunger and generate solutions to alleviate 
hunger. 

  In 2008, Harvesters distributed more than 
28 million pounds of food and household 
products in a 13-county direct service area in 
and around Kansas City. As you can imagine, 
it takes an advanced warehousing operation to 
collect and distribute that much food every 
year. You can help! 
  The Outreach Committee has planned a 
workday at Harvesters for Saturday, October 
17th, from 1 p.m. until 3 p.m..  
  Our work will consist of sorting and 
repackaging items donated to Harvesters. The 
nature of the work requires wearing 
comfortable clothing and “closed-toe” shoes. 
We will be standing most of the time. 
Volunteers must be at least 6 years old. This is 
a great opportunity for families to share in a 
project together. A parent or youth sponsor 
must accompany anyone under the age of 16. 
No cell phones, please. 
  Those who wish to carpool should meet at 
the recycling bins in the south parking lot of 
the church. We will leave at 12:30 p.m.. Call 
the church office at 452.2939 by Thursday, 
Oct. 15th if you plan to go . We need to know 
in advance how many people are coming so 
that Harvesters can plan their work day. 
Harvesters requests that volunteers bring a can 
or two of food to donate to the cause. This is a 
great way to help our Kansas City community. 
 
   

Children’s Sabbath - Oct. 11, 2009 
 
  Before each worship service on October 11, we 
will hand out children’s art work made by Sunday 
school, Preschool, and PDO children. We ask that 

you take a piece of 
art work home and 
pray for that child 
this school year. 
Share your gift of 
prayer for our 
precious little 
ones. 
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October 25, Sunday at 4:00 

 
  We are into fall again with one of our favorite 
children’s activities in the 
church. It’s ������������	
  
time! We need the trunk 
of your car or truck 
decorated and full of 
goodies.  
  This year we will have 
prizes for the “Best 
Trunk” and “Most 
Creative Costumes.” 
Judging will take place at 
4:30 p.m. Kids will trick the trunks, paint pumpkins, 
play games and have a good time. The whole church 
has fun! 
 

Seeker’s Incredible Nut Sale update 
 
  This year the Seeker’s Nut Sale will again offer 
coffee, tea and cocoa from Equal Exchange. 
  Equal Exchange is a Fair Trade Organization 
which partners with farmers and cooperatives to 
offer them a fair price for their products. For further 
information, go to www.equalexchange.com. In 
turn, their communities can afford to invest in 
education, health care, and agricultural 
improvements. Equal Exchange will also make a 
donation to UMCOR when they receive orders. 
  Pick up an order form on the table by the church 
office, or stop by the Library area on Sunday and 
place your order. 
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6:00 a.m........................ Tai Chi 
11:30 a.m...................... Tai Chi 
1:30 p.m........................ Wesleyan Circle 
4:30 p.m........................ 4 One Band Practice  
6:00 p.m........................ Love & Logic Class 
6:30 p.m........................ Wedding Rehearsal  
6:30 p.m........................ Girl Scouts Service Unit 
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8:30 a.m........................ Adventures in Learning 
6:30 p.m........................ Wedding 
 

             ���������������������
8:00 a.m........................ UMMen/Brkfst/Denny’s 
11:00 a.m...................... Family Reunion 
1:00 p.m........................ DAR 
6:30 p.m........................ Game Night 
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8:30 a.m. ...................... Traditional Worship   
9:30 a.m. ...................... Children’s Music   
9:45 a.m. ...................... Sunday School    
              Coffee always in the kitchen  
11:00 a.m. .................... Contemporary   
                                                            Worship 
12:00 p.m...................... Childrens’ Ministry Lunch 
4:30 p.m........................ Hand Bell Practice 
6:30 p.m........................ God and Country 
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11:00 a.m...................... Tai Chi  
1:00 p.m........................ UMW Bible Study 
6:00 p.m........................ Early Childhood Board 
7:00 p.m........................Simple Church Bk Study  
7:00 p.m........................ Cub & Boy Scouts 
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9:00 a.m........................Me, Myself & Lies Study 
9:00 a.m........................ TOPS 
10:00 a.m. .................... Paint for Fun 
10:30 a.m...................... O.P. Bridge Group 
6:30 p.m........................ Duplicate Bridge  
7:00 p.m........................ DAR 
7:00 p.m........................ Wood Carvers 
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9:00 a.m........................ Hebrews Study 
11:30 a.m...................... Meals on Wheels Lunch 
5:30 p.m........................ Supper 
6:30 p.m........................ Chancel Choir Practice  
6:30 p.m........................ Youth 
 

              �	��
��������������#�
6:00 a.m........................ Tai Chi 
9:00 a.m........................ UMW Quilting/Sewing 
10:00 a.m...................... Mommy & Me 
11:30 a.m...................... Tai Chi 
4:30 p.m........................ 4 One Band Practice  
6:30 p.m........................ Concerned Care 
 

“Bring a Friend” Campaign 
 
   The children’s Sunday school ministry 
is starting a new program. Bring a friend 
to Sunday school, and you will get to 
select a prize out of the Treasure Box. 
Your friend will get a backpack full of goodies! 
   Another way to get a prize out of the Treasure Box is 
to have perfect attendance during the month. With 3 
months of perfect attendance you will receive a gift 
certificate to your favorite book store! 
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  In our attempt to extend hospitality to the guests who 
worship with us, we are beginning a ministry of taking a 
bag with a mug to their homes. We have folks who have 
volunteered to distribute the mugs. 
   However, this was not a budgeted item.  If you would 
like to help fund this ministry, your gift of $5 will pay 
for a mug (and bag) for a family.  They will also receive 
information about North Cross. 
   Be sure to mark an envelope with “MUGS,” and if 
paying by check, write it in the memo line.  Thanks for 
helping us share these gifts with our guests. If you would 
like to see our new mugs and bags, stop by Dennis’ 
office. 
 
 

XYZs schedule October gathering 
 
  The XYZs (Extra Years of Zest) group will be 
meeting on Tuesday, October 20th at 11:30 a.m. in 
Fellowship Hall. A potluck lunch 
will be served at noon. Please 
bring a meat dish, a side dish 
and/or a dessert to share with the 
group. 
  Following the lunch, we’ll play 
Bingo. Bring a friend and join in 
the fun. 

 

   
  Contribution statements are in the mail this 
week. Please look on the back of your statement 
for a message from your pastor. 



Publication Deadline: Wednesday at noon 
Spirit Editor: Mary Alice Morrissey 

Person to person: 

CHURCH FAMILY NEWS 
Hospitalized: None known at time of publication. 
Menu for October 14h:  Chili & Chili Dogs, Tater Tots, 
Corn, Vegetable Sticks 
 
· �Marvin and Mildred Thiel will celebrate their 55th 

wedding anniversary with a reception on Saturday, 
October 10th, from 4 to 6 p.m at the North Kansas 
City Community Center. Everyone is invited to share 
in the celebration. 

· To North Cross Parents’ Day Out Workers: Thank 
you so much for providing a warm atmosphere for 
Elijah during the last 2 years! We really appreciate 
the kindness & willingness to work with our 
changing schedule. We pray that God will continue to 
bless NCPDO and use it to minister to other families, 
as you did ours!  

      In Christ’s love, Ian, Joni & Elijah Carrico   
 

What is Cursillo?  
             Cursillo is… 
 
· An incredible experience in Christian 

community for United Methodist people. 
· An atmosphere in which growth is both 

possible and attainable in a fellowship of 
trust. 

· A way of renewal in the United Methodist 
Church through a new look at Methodist 
traditions, teachings, sacraments and 
responsibility and mission beyond the 
normal Sunday service, focusing on living 
a life of grace. 

· The understanding that we are not finished 
products, but fellow sojourners who 
continue to learn and have God’s assurance 
of the “Power to Become.” 

· A focus for responsibility and mission 
beyond the three-day experience. 

· An opportunity for discovering more of the 
meaning of life. 
 

   When is it?  
 
  The Men’s Weekend 
begins the evening of 
Thursday, January 21st and 
finishes the afternoon of 
Sunday, January 24th. The 
Women’s Weekend begins 
the evening of Thursday, 

January 28th and finishes the afternoon of 
Sunday, January 31st. Time flies on these 
weekends, and when it ends, you will not be 
ready to leave. 
  For more information, talk with Patsy 
Schmutz, Vickie Linch, Barbara Bennett, Cris 
Funk, or anyone you know who has been 
through one of these weekends. 
  You may pick up an application in the 
church office. Cost is $60. Not bad for eight 
meals and plenty of snacks! Scholarships are 
available. When you sign up, a Sponsor will be 
given to you to pick you up and take you. Your 
first experience to “let go and let God” be in 
charge. 
 

North Cross United Methodist Church 
1321 N.E. Vivion Road 
Kansas City, Missouri 64118 
 
Return Service Requested 

Nonprofit Org. 
U.S. Postage 

PAID 
Kansas City, MO 
Permit No. 4129 

ATTENTION POSTMASTER: 
Postmaster please deliver on  
October 7th, Oct 8th, or 9th. 

Church Office: 816.452.2939 
Fax Number: 816.453.4353 

Send email to mamorrissey@northcrossumc.org 
Visit our website at www.northcrossumc.org 

 
 
�  


