
               . . . telling the news of North Cross Church 
September 21, 2009 

Transformed by Christ’s love to make disciples and serve others. 

   Join adults in Sunday study: 9:45 a.m. 
You’re invited to share in study and fellowship 
with these classes this Sunday: 
 
 

Wesleyan Class:  Room 215     
  Lesson: “Nehemiah:  A Motivator for                                                              
                   the People”                        Jan Braker                                                                                                                                                                                                                              
Good News:  Room 206 
  Lesson: “The Life You’ve Always Wanted” 
                                                                 Jim Funk  
Friendship:  Room 202   
  Lesson: “Nehemiah:  A Motivator for 
                   the People”             Marcia Browning                                                                                                      
Inquirer’s:  Fellowship Hall 
  Lesson: “Genealogy of Jesus”     Bev Whitaker   
FaithWorks:  Room 207    
  Lesson: “Here I Am, Lord, Use Me!”                             
                                                           Helen Foster                                                                                                             
Pathfinders:  Room 200   
  Lesson: “Anglicanism:Common Prayer” 
                                                               Bob Diehl   
Contemporary Conversations:  Lounge 
  Lesson: “Welcome Back Breakfast”  The Wards                                    

  Lots of activities will be taking place around North Cross in 
October. Mark your calendar now so you don’t miss any of these 
exciting events. More information will be available in the weeks 
to come on each of these events. 
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� � Sunday, October 4th, through Sunday, November 1st 
� � Each year the Seeker’s Circle sells nuts, candies, coffee and 
tea as a fund-raiser. In December, proceeds are given to various 
organizations. You will find more information regarding the sale 
in next week’s North Cross Spirit. 
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  October 6th through November 17th, 9 a.m. 
  See page 3 for article about this upcoming Bible study. 
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� � Saturday, October 17th 
  Harvesters is Kansas City’s only food bank. They are a 
clearinghouse for the collection and distribution of food and 
related household items. Volunteers help out by sorting food and 
household goods collected from food drives and donated by the 
food industry. More information to follow. 
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  Sunday, October 18th   
  A spaghetti luncheon will be served following the 11 a.m. 
worship service. Youth will auction off their homemade desserts 
and join the lucky recipient as their luncheon date. No charge for 
your lunch; however, a free-will offering will be accepted to 
benefit the youth mission trip. 
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  Sunday, October 25th, South parking lot of North Cross 
  North Cross “treats” the neighborhood children by decorating 
the trunks of their cars and handing out treats to children. We’ll 
soon be asking for donations of candy to help treat all the kids.  

…coming up in Worship… 
 

Our current series:  
“Timeless Truths for 

Troubled Times” 
 

This week’s message:  
“Lessons from an 
Imperfect Man” 

 
Check out Genesis 28:10-22 
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Dinner for 8 groups are forming 
for October through January 
 
  We are offering two ways for you to 
fellowship with people in the church once a 
month. 

  Dinner In is where you 
host a meal in your home one 
time during the 4 months. As 
host, you are responsible for 
the meat, bread and drinks, 
and the others in your group 
bring a salad, vegetable or 
dessert. 

  Dinner Out is where the host for that month 
chooses a restaurant where the group will dine. 
A suggestion for better visiting time might be 
to go back to the host’s home for dessert. 
  There are two ways to sign up. You may 
pick up a “Dinner for 8” form from the table 
outside the church office, fill it in and leave it 
in the office, or call the church office at 
452.2939 and leave your name and telephone 
number, indicating which group (Dinner In or 
Dinner Out) you would like to be in. The 
deadline for signing up is Sunday, September 
27th. Either way you choose, this is a great 
way to meet others in your congregation who 
you might not already know, and it’s fun! 
 
Northland Adventures in Learning 

Friday, October 9, 2009 
 

8:15—8:30 a.m. Registration, Blood Pressure 
Checks 
8:30 a.m. Breakfast: Sausage Casserole, Fruit 
Cup & Coffee/Tea. Breakfast reservations are 
required by Wednesday, Oct. 7. Call 452.4536. 
 
9:30 a.m. Classes: Line Dancing -  Carolyn 
Bringus;  Write Your Own Story - Dr. Dan 
Kahler;  Chapel Talk - Rev. Mark Hughes, St. 
Luke Presbyterian; and Cut the Clutter and 
Clear It Out! - Jennifer Taylor 
 
10:30 a.m. Classes: Book Club (“Girl in 
Hyacinth Blue”) - Cherie Pedego; Dance  
Class - Basics of Salsa (Rotating Partners) - 
Terry Janes 
 

Job Club to begin at North Cross 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  Have you recently lost your job? Are you looking for 
a new job? North Cross will soon be starting a new 
group called “Job Club.” The North Cross Job Club will 
be a place to learn how to perform an effective job 
search. We will share ideas on resumes and cover letters 
and will practice our interview skills. We can share job 
leads and just “be there” for moral support with our 
fellow job seekers. 
  In today’s economy, we need all the help we can get, 
so please consider the Job Club if you are looking for 
work. We will start this new group in a couple of weeks, 
so keep an eye on the newsletter for further information. 
If you would like to be a part of this new group, please 
call Steve Lindsay at 816.682.4304 or call the church 
office at 816.452.2939. 
 
 

Gladstone HyVee Scarecrow 5K Run  
to benefit Northland Christmas Store 
 
  On Sunday, October 4, 2009, at 7:30 a.m., the 
Gladstone HyVee will co-host the annual event with the 
Gladstone Parks & Recreation Department, the 
Gladstone Area Chamber of Commerce and the 
Gladstone Rotary Club. 
  Participants may participate in the 5K run, the 5K 
walk, or the 1-mile fun walk. Gladstone HyVee will host 
an in-store sign up on Saturday, September 19th, from  
10 a.m to 12 noon.  
  All runners/walkers will receive a t-shirt and 
complimentary post-race breakfast. Cost is $18 per 
runner/walker registered prior to September 25th and 
$22 after that date. A family discount does apply. 
  Proceeds from the event will be donated to the 
Northland Christmas Store, a non-profit organization, 
which assists over 1,000 families during the Christmas 
season by providing groceries, personal hygiene items 
and children’s gifts. 
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11:30 a.m...................... Tai Chi 
4:30 p.m........................ 4 One Band practice  
6:00 p.m........................ Love & Logic Class 
6:30 p.m........................ Concerned Care 
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8:30 a.m.………………Adventures in Learning 
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8:30 a.m. ...................... Traditional Worship   
9:30 a.m. ...................... Children’s Music   
9:45 a.m. ...................... Sunday School    
              Pick up a cup of coffee in the kitchen  
11:00 a.m. .................... Contemporary   
                                                            Worship 
4:30 p.m........................ Hand Bell Practice 
�
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11:00 a.m...................... Tai Chi  
6:30 p.m........................ Girl Scouts 
7:00 p.m........................ Staff Parish 
7:00 p.m........................ Cub & Boy Scouts 
7:00 p.m........................ Republican Women 
�
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9:00 a.m........................ TOPS 
10:00 a.m. .................... Paint for Fun 
10:30 a.m...................... O. P. Bridge Group 
10:30 a.m...................... Learning Together  
6:00 p.m........................ Finance Meeting 
6:30 p.m........................ Duplicate Bridge  
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9:00 a.m........................ Study of Hebrews 
5:30 p.m........................ Supper 
6:30 p.m........................ Chancel Choir  
6:30 p.m........................ Youth 
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9:00 a.m........................ UMW Quilting&Sewing 
11:30 a.m...................... Tai Chi 
4:30 p.m........................ 4 One Band practice  
6:00 p.m........................ Love & Logic Class 

When you talk to yourself,  
what do you say? 
 
  We all talk to ourselves all the 
time. We evaluate everything we 
do, compare ourselves to others, 
and even call ourselves names. 
We disparage who we are instead 
of telling ourselves the truth about 
who God says we are. 
  Me, Myself, and Lies by 
Jennifer Rothschild deals with our destructive, 
unrealistic self-talk. The Tuesday Women’s Study group 
will explore the power of self-talk. The class will begin 
on Tuesday, October 6th, and go through November 17th. 
If you would like to be a part of this group, pick up a 
book from Patsy Schmutz or from the church office. 
 
 
 

Book lists needed 
 
  To all the faithful United Methodist Women readers - 
I will need your list of books which you have read, no 
later than November 15th. 
  You may send them to me or put them into the UMW 
mailbox in the church office. If you need another form to 

list your books on, you will find them on 
the UMW Reading Cart. If you have 
questions, please call me at 
816.500.5033. 
       Thanks, 
       Ann Ousley             

                  UMW Resource Secretary 
 
 
 

Gashland UMC to hold “Hymn Sing”  
 
  The community is invited to join Gashland UMC in 
singing their favorite hymns and gospel songs on 
Sunday, September 27th, from 6 to 7 p.m. 
  This is a very informal gathering, so come and stay as 
long as you are able. Nothing to bring, just come and 
sing on the 4th Sunday evening of the month. Everyone 
is welcome. Come to the Sanctuary on the upper level. 
  Gashland UMC is located at 7715 N. Oak Trafficway, 
Kansas City, MO 64118. 

 



Publication Deadline: Wednesday at noon 
Spirit Editor: Mary Alice Morrissey 

Person to person: 

CHURCH FAMILY NEWS 
 Hospitalized: Marge Creason, NKC 
 
Menu for September 30th: Baked Pork Loin, Applesauce, 
Green Beans, Stuffing 

· A special thanks to all my friends at North Cross for 
their calls, cards and prayers during Don’s illness and 
passing. You are all very special to me. Bless you all! 

Rosemarie Orr 
· Thanks to all who cooked, helped and came to eat the 

great meal on Sunday. As soon as possible, we will 
give you the total of the funds which will be donated 
to the Northland Assistance Center. 

· September/October Upper Room devotional booklets 
are still available, at a cost of $1 per copy. Check the 
bookrack by the office door. 
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 Our nation and our culture have become more 
and more complex. Have you noticed? Once 
upon a time, we simply picked up the phone on 
the wall to make a call or wrote a letter, put it 
in an envelope and sent it in the mail. Today, 
my new cell phone can store all my important 
phone numbers and not only makes calls, but 
can send text messages and even pictures. All 
this, not to mention watch the weather report 
or look up whether or not a flight is on time. 
Two or three times a week, I get a new picture 
or short video of my granddaughter on my 
phone. It shows up within a minute of when 
my daughter took it in Tampa, Florida. It’s 
wonderful, but it is NOT SIMPLE. 
 The interesting thing is that in the midst of a 
more and more complicated world, there is a 
resurgence in SIMPLE. Some have suggested 
that a SIMPLE revolution had begun.  The 
classic iPod is a great example. It is not full of 
endless buttons and commands, yet you can 
keep your entire library of music on it and can 
play anything you want to listen to at a 
moments notice by touching a few simple 
buttons. The result is a device that 
revolutionized the music industry and quickly 
dominated the market because it was so 
SIMPLE. 
 Perhaps the church has gotten too complex as 
well. Jesus did not set up the church to be 
complicated. If anything, he did away with a 
lot of the religious rules and practices and 
simply called his disciples to “Follow Me.” 
 I would like to invite you to participate in a 
study called “Simple Church,” which will 
begin on Monday, October 12th, at 7:00 p.m. 
I’m hoping for thirty or more lay people from 
our church to join me. The first part will have 
four sessions, meeting every other week this 
fall. The second part will follow starting in 
January. There is a book to read as well. If you 
are interested, please call or sign up in the 
office with Mary Alice or Patsy.  We’ll order 
the books for you. For questions, please feel 
free to call or e-mail me.   
 
 In Christ,     

North Cross United Methodist Church 
1321 N.E. Vivion Road 
Kansas City, Missouri 64118 
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