
               . . . telling the news of North Cross Church 
September 28, 2009 

Transformed by Christ’s love to make disciples and serve others. 

   Join adults in Sunday study: 9:45 a.m. 
You’re invited to share in study and fellowship 
with these classes this Sunday: 
 
 

Wesleyan Class:  Room 215     
  Lesson: “Looking for Jesus”        Ginnie Collins 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         
Good News:  Room 206 
  Lesson: “The Life You’ve Always Wanted” 
                                                                 Jim Funk  
Friendship:  Room 202   
  Lesson: “Looking for Jesus”         Jackie Tucker  
  
Inquirer’s:  Fellowship Hall 
  Lesson: “Bible Trivia & Breakfast Potluck!”      
 
FaithWorks:  Room 207    
  Lesson: “Thirsting for Goodness”  
                                                          Betty Greiner 
  
Pathfinders:  Room 200                  
  Lesson: “Baptism, Conversion, & Scripture” 
                                                         Joyce Singley 
  
Contemporary Conversations:  Lounge 
  Lesson: “What Makes Methodists Distinctive”              
                                                  Kay Lynne Myers 
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  This Sunday, October 4th, the Seekers will resume their 
annual Incredible Nut Sale. The sale will run through 
Sunday, November 1st. 
  Nuts make great gifts - so do coffee, tea and chocolate! 
Remember that they also sell turtles, malt balls, fiesta mix, 
and fruitcake. 
  Stop by the table in the Library at the top of the ramp on 
Sunday to place your order or to pick up an order blank. It’s 
not too early to think about your baking needs for the 
Christmas season! 
 

Good News class starts new study 
 
  The Good News adult Sunday school class, which meets 
in room 206 at 9:45 a.m., invites you to join them as they 
begin a six-week study entitled, “The Life You’ve Always 
Wanted.” Each Sunday a short video will be shown, 
followed by discussion of the video.  
  The study is based on John Ortberg’s book “The Life 
You’ve Always Wanted.” It guides you down the ancient 
path of the spiritual disciplines. 
  John Ortberg’s hope is that you will accept Christ’s 
invitation to live life God’s way, because it truly is the life 
you’ve always wanted.  

…coming up in Worship… 
 

Our current series:  
“Timeless Truths for 

Troubled Times” 
 

This week’s message:  
“Unprepared in 
the Wilderness” 

 
Check out Exodus 13:17-22 
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You are invited… 
 
  Join us as we study this fascinating, 
thought-provoking, perhaps even revolutionary 
book titled “Simple Church.” In a complex 
world we find ourselves yearning for Simple. 
How can the church recover a simple, effective 
way to do church?  
  We’ll begin exploring these issues on 
Monday, October 12th. Part One:  Simple 
Revolution will continue on 10/26, 11/9 & 
11/23. Part Two:  Becoming a Simple Church 
will resume in January.  
  Anyone and everyone that counts North 
Cross as their church home is encouraged to 
give this study your consideration. Call Patsy 
or Mary Alice in the church office (452-2939) 
to sign up so we can order the books. 
 Facilitators:  
 Pastor Neal Lassinger & Susan Young 

 
Northland Church Women United 

Forum - Friday, October 2, 2009 
 

Registration: 9:30 a.m.  Program: 10:00 a.m. 
Antioch Community Church, 4805 NE Antioch  
 Road, Kansas City, MO 
The program will be “The State of Children in the 
Northland” and will be presented by Pam Polson, 
Youth Friends Coordinator for the North Kansas 
City School District. 

Me, Myself & Lies 
a thought closet makeover 

by Jennifer Rothschild 
 

  The verse, “Let the words of my mouth, and the 
meditation of my heart, be acceptable in thy sight, O 
Lord, my strength, and my redeemer” (Psalms 19:14 
KJV) has much to say to each of us. For Jennifer 
Rothschild, the words are much more than a beloved 
scripture; they are a reflection of how she organized 
her thought closet. 
  At the age of 15 Jennifer was diagnosed with a 
rare, degenerative eye disease that would eventually 
steal her sight. It was more than a turning point for 
the Miami, Florida, native. Her dreams of becoming 
a commercial artist and cartoonist faded. Words and 
music have replaced her canvas and palette. 
  Jennifer weaves music, illustrations, and biblical 
truth to help people find contentment, walk with 
endurance, and celebrate the ordinary. Through her 
storytelling and wit, they look beyond circumstances 
and experience God’s grace in adversity.  
  Me, Myself, and Lies deals with our destructive, 
unrealistic self-talk. Jennifer takes us 
through the things we commonly say 
to ourselves and teaches us to practice 
godly and biblical soul-talk. 
  The Tuesday Women’s Study 
group will explore the power of self-
talk through this study, which begins on 
Tuesday, October 6th, and goes through November 
17th. If you would like to be a part of this group, pick 
up a book from Patsy Schmutz or from the church 
office. 
 

Northland Adventures in Learning 
Friday, October 9, 2009 

 
8:15—8:30 a.m. Registration, 
   Blood Pressure Checks 
8:30 a.m. Breakfast: Sausage Casserole, Fruit Cup  
   & Coffee/Tea. Breakfast reservations are      
   required by Wednesday, Oct. 7. Call 452.4536. 
 
9:30 a.m. Classes: Line Dancing -  Carolyn Bringus;  
Write Your Own Story - Dr. Dan Kahler;  Chapel 
Talk - Rev. Mark Hughes, St. Luke Presbyterian; 
and Cut the Clutter and Clear It Out! - Jennifer 
Taylor 

Ever wonder 
what you should 
say when you 
talk to yourself? 

“… this useful, brush-clearing book could help churches of any size move 
beyond mission statements to real mission.” 

— CHRISTIANITY TODAY 
 
 

RETURNING TO GOD’S PROCESS FOR MAKING DISCIPLES 
 
 
 
 

SiMPLE 
CHURCH 

 
 
 
 

THOM S. RAiNER 
&  ERiC  GEiGER 
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9:00 a.m........................ UMW Quilting & Sewing 
11:30 a.m...................... Tai Chi 
4:30 p.m........................ 4 One Band Practice 
6:00 p.m........................ Love & Logic 
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7:00 p.m........................ Over 55 Dance 
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8:30 a.m. ...................... Traditional Worship   
9:30 a.m. ...................... Children’s Music   
9:45 a.m. ...................... Sunday School    
              Coffee always in the kitchen  
11:00 a.m. .................... Contemporary   
                                                            Worship 
3:00 p.m........................ Jazz Band Practice 
4:30 p.m........................ Hand Bell Practice 
6:30 p.m........................ God and Country 
�
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11:00 a.m...................... Tai Chi  
1:00 p.m........................ UMW Bible Study 
6:00 p.m........................ Church Family Life 
6:30 p.m........................ Outreach 
7:00 p.m........................ Cub & Boy Scouts 
7:00 p.m........................ Girl Scouts 
�
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9:00 a.m........................Me, Myself & Lies Study 
9:00 a.m........................ TOPS 
10:00 a.m. .................... Paint for Fun 
10:30 a.m...................... O.P. Bridge Group 
10:30 a.m...................... Learning Together  
6:00 p.m........................ Boy Scout Board 
6:30 p.m........................ Duplicate Bridge  
6:30 p.m........................ Concerned Care 
7:00 p.m........................ Wood Carvers 
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9:00 a.m........................ Hebrews Study 
9:30 a.m........................ Symphony Guild 
5:30 p.m........................ Supper 
6:30 p.m........................ Chancel Choir Practice  
6:30 p.m........................ Youth 
8:00 p.m........................ Jazz Band Practice 
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6:00 a.m........................ Tai Chi 
11:30 a.m...................... Tai Chi 
1:30 p.m........................ Wesleyan Circle 
4:30 p.m........................ 4 One Band Practice  
6:00 p.m........................ Boy Scout Dancers 
6:00 p.m........................ Love & Logic Class 
6:30 p.m........................ Girl Scouts Service Unit 
6:30 p.m........................ Concerned Care 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Youth Dinner, Dessert and Date Auction 
 
  The youth will be serving a spaghetti luncheon on 
Sunday, October 18th,immediately following the 11 a.m. 
service. The menu will be spaghetti, green bean 
casserole, garden salad, and garlic bread. 
  There is no charge for the luncheon, but a free-will 
offering will be accepted. Proceeds from the donations 
will benefit the youth mission trip for 2010. 
  Dessert is a special event. Youth will auction off 
homemade treats and will then join the lucky winner as 
their luncheon date. 
  If you have any questions, please contact Vickie 
Linch through the church office (452.2939) or at 
vlinch@northcrossumc.org. 
 

 
 
 
 

The following people are serving as ushers for the Sunday 
morning worship services during the month of October. Be 
sure to say hello and thank them for giving the gift of their 
time.  
 

 
 

8:30 a.m. Worship 
 Ron Berry, Captain 
 Sam Leonard 
 Robert Lynch 
 Don McCandless 
 Betty Partridge 
 Ron Petitt 
 Mary Lee Sturdevant 
 Mike Young 
 Harry Underwood 

 
11:00 a.m. Worship 
 Jim Funk, Captain 
 Brenda Coots 
 Bob Dykes 
 Chris Gray 
 Bryce Strong 
 John Summers 
 Mary Yunger 

The United Methodist Women’s Fall Bible Study will begin 
on Monday, October 5th at 1 p.m. Daisy Tweeddale will 
facilitate the class, which will meet in Room 215. 



Publication Deadline: Wednesday at noon 
Spirit Editor: Mary Alice Morrissey 

Person to person: 

CHURCH FAMILY NEWS 
 

Hospitalized: No known at time of publication. 
Menu for October 7th:  Chicken Pot Pie, Fresh Fruit, 
Biscuits, Onion Rings 
�� We offer our sympathy to Bev Frazier in the death of her 
brother-in-law, Jim Swaney on Sept. 18th in Weston, MO; 
and to Michael and Micky Conway in the death of Michael’s 
mother, Lela, on September 21st in Tonganoxie, KS. 
•  Thank all of you for your care, sympathy, and support after 
the death of my mother. Thanks especially to the Faithworks 
Sunday school class, and the Chancel Choir. Having a caring 
church family means so much to Peggy, Stefanie, Dan and 
me. You are all truly a blessing. Steve Lindsay 
• The Priscilla Circle will meet on Tuesday, October 6th, at 
12:30 p.m. at the home of Sandra Nunn. 
• The United Methodist Men’s next breakfast meeting will 
be held on Saturday, October 10th at 8:00 a.m. at Denny’s 
Restaurant on Armour Road in North Kansas City. 
 

From Den’s Pen: 
 
   About a week and a half ago, I noticed a 
fellow I had seen in Panera a number of times. 
As it turned out, we were both heading for coffee 
refills at the same time.  So, I said to him, “Hi. I 
see you in here all the time, and I’ve never met 
you. My name is Dennis.” He shared his name, 
and we began a brief conversation. I discovered 
that he had retired from Ford Motor Company 
after many years. Then, the inevitable:  he asked 
what I did. 
   As I shared about my work at North Cross, I 
asked him if he was involved in a church. “No,” 
he replied. “I’m an atheist.” To which I 
countered, “That’s interesting.” We continued 
our quick conversation and went back to our 
respective tables. 
   The next time I saw him, he called me by 
name. He even said that now, when he passes the 
building where North Cross United Methodist 
Church meets (did you get that?), he thinks about 
me. When I asked why, he said, “Because you’re 
the only person I know from that church.” 
   Have you ever thought about that? You are the 
face of North Cross United Methodist Church to 
someone… perhaps even someone of whom you 
are unaware. That’s a great motivation for us to 
stay connected to God, to have the Spirit of the 
Risen Christ living in us. But just think about the 
privilege of taking the Lord to others… in the 
workplace, at home, at school, in the restaurants 
and shops we frequent, in our neighborhoods. 
   So, be the church, and… make it a good 
week!  
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  In our attempt to extend hospitality to the 
guests who worship with us, we are beginning a 
ministry of taking a bag with a mug to their 
homes.  We have folks who have volunteered to 
distribute the mugs. 
   However, this was not a budgeted item.  If 
you would like to help fund this ministry, your 
gift of $5 will pay for a mug (and bag) for a 
family.  They will also receive information about 
North Cross. 
   Be sure to mark an envelope with “MUGS” 
and if paying by check, write it in the memo line.  
Thanks for helping us share these gifts with our 
guests. 

North Cross United Methodist Church 
1321 N.E. Vivion Road 
Kansas City, Missouri 64118 
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